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Introduction

Oracle WebDB is the easiest way to produce web enabled lightweight and enterprise-
centric applications. This concept from Oracle has tantalized our taste for simplistic web
development by using a purely web based tool that lives nowhere else but in the
database! The use of onqine wizards, templates, and query builders, which produces
PL/SQL behind the curtains, can be used straight "out of the box" by both novice and
seasoned developers.

The topic of this presentation will introduce lessons learned by developing and deploying
applications built using the WebDB Component Builder in conjunction with custom
PL/SQL code to empower a hybrid application. There are two kinds of WebDB
components: those that display data to end users via reporting, and those that let end users
update data in the database via entry forms. The presentation will also discuss various
methods within the Component Builder to enhance the applications pushed to the
desktop.

The demonstrated example is an application entitled HOME (Helping Other’s More
Effectively) that was built to manage a yearly United Way Campaign effort. Our task was
to build an end to end application which could manage approximately 900 non-profit
agencies, an average of 4,100 individual contributions, and $1.2 million dollars.

Using WebDB, the shell of the application was put together in a matter of a few weeks.
(Manager’s love this!) However, we did encounter some hurdles that WebDB, in it’s
stage of infancy (v2.0), could not solve for us directly. Together with custom PL/SQL,
WebDB’s Component Builder became a powerful tool that enabled us to produce a very
flexible hybrid application.
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Conclusion

The main lesson to be learned is that the WebDB Component Builder in it’s own right is
a very useful tool. The easy-to-use wizardry of WebDB and the sophistication that
custom PL/SQL code can offer, can become a very powerful way to enhance application
development. There is never just one way to approach or solve a problem. Don’t let
yourself be confined to the tool itself. Breaking out of the box can be a very positive
thing!

This work was performed under the auspices of the U.S. Department of Energy by
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory under Contract W-7405-Eng-48.
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